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Acronyms
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Virginia

• AFO = Animal Feeding Operation

Definition same as federal

• CAFO = Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation

Definition same as federal

• VPA = Virginia Pollution Abatement

oVirginia’s non-point source permitting program

oVirginia statute provides broad authority to require permits for pollutant 
management activities with the potential to discharge

• VPDES = Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System



History of Virginia Livestock & Poultry Regulation
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• 1970’s → “No Discharge” Certificates
  followed issues with shellfish waters and livestock

• 1980’s → VPA Individual Permits for Livestock (liquid)

• 1994    → VPA General Permits for Livestock (liquid)

• 2000    → VPA General Permits for Poultry
• 2010    → VPA End-User Regulations for Poultry Waste Transfer
• 2014    → VPA End-User Regulations for Livestock Waste Transfer

General Permits required Nutrient Management Plans approved by the
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

“Transfer Plans” are written when all litter from a permitted farm is 
transferred 



Regulated Livestock & Poultry Farms

• VPA General Permit for AFOs with liquid manure

o ≥ 300,000 lbs animal weight or specific 
numbers

o 108 permits for swine, dairy, and beef

o Transfer less common, but does occur

• VPA General Permit for Poultry
o ≥ 200 animal units (20k chickens or 11k 

turkeys)
o 895 permits
o ~80% of confined poultry operations are 

permitted

• 8 VPDES CAFO Individual Permits (all swine)
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Transfer Requirements for Permitted Growers

• Applies to transfers >10 tons or >6000 gallons 

(within  a 365-day period)

• Exempt from transfer requirements if manipulated 

manure (e.g. compost) is registered with Virginia 

Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services

• Provide recipient with:

oPermittee Name, Address, & Permit Number

oCopy of most recent manure analysis

oFact Sheet
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Transfer Requirements for Permitted Growers

• Keep record of:

o Recipient Name & Address

o Amount of Manure

o Date of Transaction

o Nutrient Analysis

o Locality where recipient will utilize manure

o Name of nearest stream or waterbody

o Signature of recipient

• Poultry Growers: Report Annually to DEQ by 9/15  

[began 2023]
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Poultry Litter Transfer Sheet
Kept by Grower or Broker
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Fact Sheet for End-Users
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Requirements for End-Users of Transferred Manure

• No Permit required – follow technical requirements

• Follow Fact Sheet that explains requirements

• Manure Storage / Timing of Application / Setbacks 

same requirements as permitted grower

• Four options to determine Rate

1) Max 1.5 tons of poultry litter or 80 lbs 

Phosphorus content every 3 yrs; or

2) Soil Test Recommendation; or

3) Crop Phosphorus Removal; or

4) Nutrient Management Plan
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Recordkeeping Requirements for End-Users

• Source name, address, & permit number

• Amount of manure received

• Date of Transaction

• Final use (fertilizer, feed, fuel)

• Locality where utilized

• Nearest stream or waterbody

• Nutrient analysis

• Map of land application and storage sites

• Land application rate

• Receiving Crop

• Soil test results (if applicable)

• NMP (if applicable)
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Reporting Requirements for End-Users of Poultry Litter

• Report Annually to DEQ by 9/15 [begins 2024]

o Name and address: source and recipient

o Amount of manure

o Date of transaction

o Final use (fertilizer, digester feedstock, etc.)

o Locality where used

o Nearest stream or waterbody

o Method used to determine land application rate
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Questions?

Neil Zahradka

Manager, DEQ Office of Land Application Programs

neil.zahradka@deq.virginia.gov

804-698-4102

www.deq.virginia.gov (Search “Poultry Waste”)
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