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Recent EPA Activities

PERMIT WRITERS TRAINING FOR NUTRIENTS

•In January 2023, EPA released the NPDES Permit Writer’s 
Specialty Training: Addressing Nutrient Pollution in 
NPDES Permits online training course

•This training builds on the basic NPDES Permit Writers’ 
Course, but is adapted to consider specific challenges 
permit writers face when permitting discharges of 
nutrients.

•EPA intends to develop three additional modules 
covering tools for flexibility in nutrient permitting, 
including permit compliance schedules and water quality 
standards variances, watershed-based permitting, and 
water quality trading.

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-permit-writers-specialty-training-addressing-nutrient-pollution-npdes-permits
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-permit-writers-specialty-training-addressing-nutrient-pollution-npdes-permits
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-permit-writers-specialty-training-addressing-nutrient-pollution-npdes-permits


Recent EPA Activities

NUTRIENT COMPENDIUM

◦ Part one of the Compendium of State 
and Regional NPDES Nutrient 
Permitting Approaches released on 
April 11, 2022. 

◦ Two rounds of updates in 2022.

◦ Let us know if you have any 
edits/updates for a 2023 update.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/compendium-of-npdes-nutrient-permitting-approaches.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/compendium-of-npdes-nutrient-permitting-approaches.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/compendium-of-npdes-nutrient-permitting-approaches.pdf


Recent EPA Activities

NUTRIENT COMPENDIUM

•On March 23, 2023,   Jasper Hobbs sent the planning 
materials for “Part 2” of the compendium.  

• Adaptive Management

• Nutrient Framework strategies

• Integrated planning

• Permits with limits derived from Narrative nutrient WQS 

• Optimization

• Other state approaches

•State comment/review due by May 15th.
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Recent EPA Activities

WATERSHED-BASED PERMITTING

•Updated website to include:
• a map of all the Watershed-based 

permitting case studies

• Released 7 new or updated case 
studies

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/permit-limits-watershed-based-permitting


Recent EPA Activities

WATER QUALITY TRADING

•Update website and case studies

oUpdating content of existing case studies and 
developing new case studies

•Draft policy statement on flexibilities for 
implementing market-based approaches, including a 
flexible approach to baselines

•Prospective rulemaking to allow market-based 
approaches, including trading, under the NPDES 
program

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/water-quality-trading


Contact 
Information

Danielle Stephan

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Wastewater Management/Water Permits Division

Stephan.Danielle@epa.gov

202-564-0759
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