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WHAT IS A LIVESTOCK AUCTION?



WHAT IS A LIVESTOCK AUCTION?

These facilities host weekly auctions and serve 
as the marketplace for livestock buyers and 
sellers.
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WHY LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS?

Our inspections revealed some consistent 
issues across the industry:

Livestock Auctions are largely unpermitted 
facilities even though practically all livestock 
auctions are AFOs by definition and many 
meet the definition of a CAFO
Widespread lack of understanding of the 
CAFO regulations and to what facilities they 
apply

Our inspections revealed some consistent issues across 
the industry:

• Livestock Auctions are largely unpermitted facilities 
even though practically all livestock auctions are 
AFOs by definition and many meet the definition of a 
CAFO

• Widespread lack of understanding of the CAFO 
regulations and to what facilities they apply

• Pervasive mishandling of manure which resulted in 
unauthorized discharges 
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Our inspections revealed some consistent 
issues across the industry:

Livestock Auctions are largely unpermitted 
facilities even though practically all livestock 
auctions are AFOs by definition and many 
meet the definition of a CAFO
Widespread lack of understanding of the 
CAFO regulations and to what facilities they 
apply

• Allows EPA to clear up common misunderstandings 
about the regs as well as educate operators who may 
have no knowledge of the regs whatsoever.

• Provides clear and specific examples of issues that 
inspectors see and how facilities can prevent those 
issues in the first place. 



WHY CREATE A BROCHURE?

Our inspections revealed some consistent 
issues across the industry:

Livestock Auctions are largely unpermitted 
facilities even though practically all livestock 
auctions are AFOs by definition and many 
meet the definition of a CAFO
Widespread lack of understanding of the 
CAFO regulations and to what facilities they 
apply

SOME ADDITIONAL PERKS:

• These brochures can be widely disseminated in 
hardcopy and digital formats.

• Reminds industry of regulatory presence.

• Builds bridges between EPA and industry.



BROCHURE AT A GLANCE
IDENTIFYING AND ELIMINATING UNAUTHORIZED DISCHARGES

EPA’S RECOMMENDED BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

BMPs to prevent unauthorized discharges and examples of 

facilities already implementing these practices.

IS YOUR FACILITY AN AFO OR A CAFO?

Does your facility meet the regulatory definition of an AFO or a 

CAFO?

WHAT IS AN UNAUTHORIZED DISCHARGE?

What counts as an unauthorized discharge according to the EPA 

CAFO regs?

MOST COMMON SOURCES OF UNATHORIZED DISCHARGES

What pollutant sources have we seen in our inspections that 

would likely cause unpermitted discharges?
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EPA’S RECOMMENDED BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES



“EPA Region 6 plans to work with its state partners and livestock 
auction technical providers, including livestock marketing 
associations, to disseminate this tool and provide compliance 
assistance to livestock auction facilities. Additionally, Region 6 
plans to present the brochure to national EPA CAFO workgroups to 
increase awareness and compliance industry-wide.”

EPA’S PLAN FOR DISSEMINATION & ROLLOUT



Q&A
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