America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2020: Title II – Clean Water

Sec. 2001. Clean water infrastructure resiliency and sustainability program.
· Amends the CWA to create a clean water infrastructure resiliency and sustainability program
· Grants will be awarded for the purpose of increasing the resilience of POTW to natural hazards (extreme weather events, sea-level rise, extreme drought conditions)
· $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2024

Sec. 2002. Increased funding for technical assistance.
· Amends the CWA to make $75,000,000 available for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2024 to assist states with specific water pollution control projects

Sec. 2003. Small and medium publicly owned treatment works circuit rider program.
· Amends the CWA to establish a circuit rider program awarding grants to nonprofits to help owners and operators of small and medium POTWs
· Grants will fund projects that maximize potential for efficient water use, reuse, recapture, and conservation/energy conservation
· Grants will not exceed $75,000 each
· $10,000,000 total for fiscal years 2021 through 2024

Sec. 2004. Small publicly owned treatment works efficiency grant program.
· Amends CWA to establish an efficiency grant program for the replacement or repair of equipment that improves water or energy efficiency of small POTWs as identified in an efficiency audit
· Available to owners/operators of POTWs that serve either a population of less than 10,000 people or a disadvantaged community
· $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2024 to remain available until spent

Sec. 2005. Wastewater efficiency grant pilot program.
· Establishes a wastewater efficiency grant pilot program for owners/operators of POTWs to carry out projects that create or improve waste-to-energy systems
· Grants can be used for sludge collection, installation of anaerobic digesters, methane capture, methane transfer, facility upgrades/retrofits necessary to create/improve waste-to-energy systems, or other new/emerging (but proven) technologies that transform waste to energy
· Only 15 grants available
· Grants will not exceed $4,000,000
· $17,500,000 appropriated for each of fiscal years 2021 and 2022 to remain available until spent

Sec. 2006. Pilot program for alternative water source projects.
· Amends CWA to appropriate $25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2024 for grants addressing alternative water source projects

Sec. 2007. Sewer overflow and stormwater reuse municipal grants.
· Amends CWA to provide $250,000,000 in sewer overflow and stormwater reuse grants for each of fiscal years 2021 and 2022
· Recipients are to use not less than 15% of grant funds in a fiscal year to carry out projects in rural areas

Sec. 2008. Water infrastructure and workforce investment.
· Amends America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 to provide $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years through 2021 through 2024 for water infrastructure and workforce investment
· Grants will assist with workforce development and expanding public awareness about water utilities/opportunities in the sector

Sec. 2009. Water Resources Research Act amendments.
· Amends the Water Resources Research Act of 1984 to make $8,250,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2024 for water resources research and technology institutes in each state

Sec. 2010. Grants for construction, refurbishing, and servicing of individual household decentralized wastewater systems for individuals with low or moderate income.
· Amends the CWA establishing a grant program for private nonprofits to provide assistance to low- or moderate-income households that could benefit from the installation of decentralized wastewater systems or that need construction/repairs on their existing systems
· Appropriates $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 and 2022

Sec. 2011. Connection to publicly owned treatment works.
· Amends the CWA to create a grant program assisting qualified individuals in connecting their household to a POTW
· Appropriates $40,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 and 2022

Sec. 2012. Use of clean water State revolving loan funds.
· Amends the CWA to introduce required additional subsidies from states’ water pollution control revolving funds
· States shall use not more than 10% of their capitalization grants to guarantee or purchase insurance for local obligations when it would improve credit market access or reduce interest rates
· Subsidies will be used as initial financing or to buy/refinance/restructure/forgive debt
· States can use another 2% of their capitalization grants for nonprofits to provide technical assistance to rural, small, and tribal POTWs

Sec. 2013. Water data sharing pilot program.
· Establishes an EPA grant pilot program to establish systems that improve the sharing of information concerning water quality, water infrastructure needs, and water technology
· States, counties, or other units of local government are eligible if they have coastal watersheds or water systems with significant pollution levels or significant water infrastructure deficits
· Appropriates $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2024 to remain available until spent

Sec. 2014. Water infrastructure financing reauthorization.
· Amends the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014 to provide $50,000,000 in aid for water infrastructure financing reauthorization for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2024 to remain available until spent

Sec. 2015. Final rating opinion letters.
· Amends the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014 to change the number of required final rating opinion letters from 2 to 1

Sec. 2016. Reauthorization of clean water State revolving funds.
· Amends the CWA to reauthorize clean water state revolving funds with:
· $2,000,000,000 for FY 2022;
· $2,500,000,000 for FY 2023; and
· $3,000,000,000 for FY 2024

Sec. 2017. Wastewater infrastructure discretionary grant program.
· Establishes an EPA discretionary grant program for investments in wastewater infrastructure projects
· Available to state infrastructure financing authorities and POTWs
· Funds are to be distributed on an equitable geographical basis in a manner that balances the needs of urban, suburban, and rural communities
· Appropriates $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2024 to be available until spent

Sec. 2018. Small and disadvantaged community analysis.
· Mandates that EPA is to use environmental justice data will analyze programs under title VI of the CWA and section 1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act to identify historical distribution of funds to small/disadvantaged communities and new opportunities/methods to improve on the distribution of funds under those programs to low-income communities, rural communities, minority communities, and communities of indigenous peoples
· Report is to be submitted to Senate EPW

Sec. 2019. Stormwater infrastructure technology.
· Establishes EPA grants for universities, research institutions, or nonprofits to establish not less than 3 and not more than 5 centers of excellence for new and emerging stormwater control infrastructure to be located in various regions throughout the country
· Each center will conduct research on new and emerging stormwater control infrastructure that is relevant to the geographical region where it is located, as well as provide technical assistance in the construction, operation, and maintenance of stormwater control infrastructure projects
· Appropriates $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 and 2023 for establishing the centers
· Appropriates $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 and 2023 for stormwater control infrastructure project grants
· Single planning and development grants shall not exceed $200,000 each and will not total more than 1/3 of the total budget for this program
· Single implementation grants shall not exceed $2,000,000 each and will not total more than 2/3 of the total budget for this program

Sec. 2020. Grants to Alaska to improve sanitation in rural and native villages.
· Amends the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1996 to adjust the funding window for grants to FYs 2021 and 2022

Sec. 2021. Wastewater infrastructure grants. 
· Establishes an EPA grant program to support improvements in reducing and removing plastic waste and post-consumer materials from wastewater
· Appropriates $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2025
