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Virginia’s 1988 Policy for Nutrient Enriched Waters



TBELs within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

§ 62.1-44.19:16 of the Code of Virginia requires TBELs in the Chesapeake Bay watershed 
be written as annual average concentrations



Site-specific Total Phosphorus effluent limitations 
established elsewhere by regulation:

9VAC25-415-40 Policy for the Potomac Embayments
0.18 mg/l monthly average

9VAC25-260-310.m Discharges to the Chickahominy Watershed
0.10 mg/l monthly average with exception of 0.30 mg/l monthly average for 
one industrial facility













Jackson River TMDL

• TMDL expressed as seasonal loads
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Jackson River TMDL
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Annual average TBEL 
matching technology 
installed

Seasonal WQBEL 
load limits from local 
TMDL

Annual WQBEL TN and 
TP load limits for CB 
TMDL included in 
watershed general 
permit

Trading allowed under 
both TMDLs





Permit No. 2
Sussex Service Authority WWTP - Sprint Branch TMDL
• TMDL WLA expressed as annual load and TMDL indicated that 

the WLA would be implemented as an annual load
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Annual WQBEL load 
limits from local 
TMDL



Permit No. 3
Fork Union WWTP - North Creek TMDL
• TMDL expressed as annual and daily loads
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Monthly average WQBEL 
load limits from local 
TMDL



So how are we doing?

• 3 Permits

• 3 TMDLs

• Permit limits expressed in 3 different manners
• Seasonal load limits
• Annual load limits
• Monthly average load limit
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NPDES Permit Writers Wanted!
Candidates must have knowledge of:
• Development of water quality criteria for various 

parameters including appropriate designations of 
magnitude, frequency and duration

• Application of water quality models to develop WLAs
• NPDES permit regulations



Questions

Discussion
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