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Industries Outside Pretreatment Cities
 Traditionally, authorized States and Direct Implementation 

(DI) EPA Pretreatment Programs have focused on 
Categorical Industries when regulating those SIUs Outside 
Pretreatment Cities.

Most authorized States and DI EPA programs have 
reasonable inventories of Categorical Industries Outside 
Pretreatment Cities

 However, most States and DI EPA programs do not have 
complete or reliable  inventories of non-Categorical SIUs 
outside Pretreatment Cities.



Industries Outside Pretreatment Cities
 Non- Categorical SIUs can have Significant Impact on smaller 

POTWs.
As an SIU, it is discharging at least 25,000 gpd Process Flow, and/or
5% or more of the design dry weather organic capacity of the 

POTW

 In smaller POTWs, it is not uncommon for SIUs to be 50 to 90% of 
the design dry weather organic capacity.

 Because industries tend to locate where the feedstock is, and 
rural America is primarily agricultural, what we are looking at is:

FOOD PROCESSORS



Industries Outside Pretreatment Cities

 Because most States and DI EPA programs have focused on 
Categorical Industries Outside Pretreatment Cities a good 
inventory of Non-Categorical Industries OS PT Cities does not 
generally exist.

 Yet resource constraints may not allow for focusing on identifying 
all non-Categorical SIUs Outside Pretreatment Cities, 

What we should be doing, AT A MINIMUM, IS: 

IDENTIFYING THOSE NON-CATEGORICAL SIUS THAT ARE CAUSING OR 
CONTRIBUTING TO INTERFERENCE AND/OR PASS THROUGH



Industries Outside Pretreatment Cities

 To have Interference and or Pass Through, we must first have an 
NPDES permit violation

 NPDES permit violations are reported in ICIS/NPDES, either by 
direct entry or State data base upload.

 ICIS/NPDES feeds ECHO, which is accessible by anyone. 
 Hence, one doesn’t have to be an ICIS specialist to obtain a list 

of NPDES permit violator

https://echo.epa.gov/facilities/facility-search











We Now Have NPDES Violators

We now have table of all recent violations that can be filtered:
By SIC: 4952 is Wastewater Treatment Plants
Violation type: numeric, reporting, compliance schedule, etc.
Pollutant type

BOD, TSS, NH3 are those expected to come from Food Processors

We now need a list of Industries potentially causing or 
contributing to the non-Compliance



Sources of Potential SIUs

 POTW permit applications.
Theoretically, the POTW is to provide a list of SIUs with its permit 

application
Generally, only available to State personnel

May not be automated
 Toxic Release Inventory Data (TRI)

Also available in ECHO (one stop shopping!)
All industries with > 10 employees is required to submit
Release levels are of little interest; it is the existence of a facility 

we are looking for
 Third Party Vendors



Third Party Vendors









Third Party Vendors- EPA Resource



Hoovers Example Data



IN SUMMARY



Finding Interference/Pass Through

 Two Basic Approaches
With a list of NPDES violators from ECHO, check Industrial User Data 

Base for contributing industries

With a list of Industrial Users from an Industrial User Data Base, 
check the compliance status of the receiving WWTP, but 
remember:
The receiving POTW may not have sampling frequency requirements 

sufficient enough for reliable determination.
There are types of Interference that don’t show up as numeric 

violations.
INSPECTIONS MAY BE WARRANTED 



QUESTIONS?

Paul Marshall
USEPA Region 7
913-551-7419
marshall.paul@epa.gov
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