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USDA under Sec. Purdue
 OneUSDA
 Emphasis on Customer Service

 Faster & easier service
 Reducing regulatory burdens
 Effective & efficient

 “Do right and feed everyone”
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NRCS 
Reorganization

 Transition in structure…
 New USDA mission area: ‘Farm Production and 

Conservation’ (FPAC)
 NRCS

 Farm Service Agency (FSA)

 Risk Management Agency (RMA)

 Creation of the FPAC Business Center to cover 15 
mission support areas for all three agencies

 NRCS Finally Hiring
 USAJobs

 Emphasis on “field facing” staff

 Streamlining of products (faster and easier 
service)
 A new Assessment and Ranking Tool

 Better harmonization of Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) 
documents

 Reevaluation of Resource Concerns, Planning Policy and 
Certification requirements

 Improved Communications (simplified access)
 Farmer’s website: www.farmers.gov

http://www.farmers.gov/


NRCS Science & Technology

WNTSC

CNTSC

DCSMC

HQ

ENTSC



NRCS 
Standards

 National Standards – national guidance on conservation 
practices
 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/natio

nal/technical/cp/ncps/?cid=nrcs143_026849

 State Standards – used to plan, design, or install a 
conservation practice

NEW “face” for FOTG ( as of Sept. 19,2018)
 https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/

 CPD-DMS:  NRCS system for updating our standards and 
related documents.  You’ll see an “old” and new part of the 
Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) as we transition to this 
new system.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/technical/cp/ncps/?cid=nrcs143_026849
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/


Select state here



-Select ‘Conservation Practice Standards 
and Support Documents’ for new and 
updated standards that have been entered 
into the Conservation Practice Document 
(CPD-DMS) system.
-Select ‘Old Section IV’ for current 
standards that have not been migrated to 
the new system yet.



NRCS National 
Standards

On the Federal Register for review and comment
Docket Number NRCS-2018-0005 (comments due Oct 5th)

 360 – Waste Facility Closure

 372 – Combustion System Improvement

 373 – Dust Control on Unpaved Roads and Surface

 420 – Wildlife Habitat Planting (New Standard)

 590 – Nutrient Management

 594 – Pesticide Mitigation (New Standard)

 595 - Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

 606 – Subsurface Drain



NRCS National 
Standards

 Reviewed internally, no substantive changes
 310 - Bedding

 Currently under Internal Review
 629 – Waste Treatment

 460 – Land Clearing

 609 – Surface Roughening

 627 – Milkhouse Waste Treatment (New Standard)

 561 – Heavy Use Area



NRCS Programs

 Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
 Currently under the FY 2014 Farm Bill
 Provides funding to address resource concerns through 

a Conservation Plan.
 Voluntary Program to manage national resources 

sustainably.

 Applications taken year round, but cut off dates are 
established for funding.

 Contract period of 1 – 10 years.

 Landowner/Operator must apply, eligibility is determined, 
application is ranked.

 Ranking is based on local, state and national priority.

 Payments are based on typical scenarios, not on the 
actual costs associated with practice implementation.



EQIP

 EQIP helps producers install or 
implement structural, vegetative, and 
management practices on eligible 
agricultural land, but…

 Agricultural Act of 2014 Payment 
Limitation –
 $450,000 
 person or legal entity
 aggregate from all contracts/sources in fiscal 

years 2014 through 2018



EQIP

FY19:
 Payment Schedules and Conservation Activity Plan 

(CAP) Criteria for FY 19 have been developed.  
Process will be much the same as the previous 
year.

FY20:
 Harmonize and implement new CAP requirements
 Implement the new streamlined process for ranking

Stay tuned! Farm Bill 2018
 Proposed increase in funding for EQIP 

over the life of the Farm Bill



EQIP Initiatives

http://nrcs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=aafc7aeef0
494e7e8b2d667aca0fe5cc

Funds targeted to focus on particular resource concerns

http://nrcs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=aafc7aeef0494e7e8b2d667aca0fe5cc


Conservation Innovation Grants
Conservation Innovation Grants are competitive grants that stimulate the 
development and adoption of innovative approaches and technologies for 
conservation on agricultural lands.



http://nrcs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=0d3905be706d4d4
e8b928543db49c530

 Demonstration of an Advanced Distillation and Nutrient 
Separation Processor for Dairy Wastewater (WA)

 Deploying CERT: Integrating Satellite and Field Measures 
for Improved Grazing Land Management at Ranch Scales 
(ID)

 A National Grazingland Information System: Expanding 
GlobalRangelands.org Through a Grazingland Thesaurus 
and Mobile Content Access (ID)

 Afognak Island Innovative Silvopastoral & Subsistence 
Management Project (AK)

Conservation Innovation Grants

http://nrcs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=0d3905be706d4d4e8b928543db49c530


Conservation Innovation Grants

http://nrcs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=0d3905be706d4d4
e8b928543db49c530
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