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An overview of Wisconsin’s ePermitting system for permitted MS4s and 
construction NOIs, key features, and challenges.

Wisconsin’s ePermitting System

This document is intended solely as guidance, and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or 
administrative rule are referenced. This guidance does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations, and is not finally determinative of any of the 
issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with the State of Wisconsin or the Department of 
Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this guidance will be made 
by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts.



Overview
Water Permit Portal Page 
http://dnr.wi.gov/permits/water/

• Microsoft SharePoint
– Web-based program
– Internet connect

• Cross Program

 Storm water
– Construction NOIs
– MS4 Annual Reports
– MS4 Permit Other 

Compliance Documents

http://dnr.wi.gov/permits/water/


Why ePermitting?
• USEPA eReporting
• Customer demand
• Staff demand

– Greater efficiency and transparency
– Standardized and improved information
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WDNR ePermitting System
Features

• Prepopulating fields

• Required fields

• Drop down menus

• Secure signature process

• Populates permit database



Construction NOI
Mapping Features

• Populates
o Locational data
o Disturbed area
o Application fee

• Resource screening
o Waterway/wetlands
o Archaeological/cultural
o Endangered resources



• Required Construction NOI Sept. 2015
– 11 paper application requests since 2015!

• Turn around time
– 33 days to 17 days!

• More complete applications!

Construction NOI
Findings



Other Permit Compliance Docs

Annual Report

MS4 eReporting
Features



MS4 eReporting
Features



MS4 eReporting
Features



Challenges and Limitations
• Applicant

– Signature process
– Attachments
– Computer illiteracy

• System
– No data reporting capabilities
– Technical issues



Questions?

Suzy Limberg
Storm Water Specialist
WDNR WT/3, P.O. Box 7921
Madison, WI  53707-7921
phone:    (608) 266-9278
e-mail:    suzan.limberg@wisconsin.gov

dnr.wi.gov 

mailto:suzan.limberg@wisconsin.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4_oLLmb7KAhVpu4MKHb6cAmsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.auburn-rose.com/interview-questions-to-ask/&psig=AFQjCNEX6vfqrJ9b1BVkH4p6jp96QOT2Xg&ust=1453578900835868


Signature Process



Signature Process
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