
NJDEP Renewal of the 
Tier A and B MS4 NJPDES Permits

Presentation at:

2018 National Stormwater Roundtable 

February 21, 2018



TOPICS

• New Jersey MS4 Background

• Overview of MS4 Renewal Permits
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Timeframes
 Tools and Assistance

• Going Forward
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MS4 PERMIT UNIVERSE
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Permittees

 Tier A Municipalities (462)
(urbanized or along or near the 
coast)

 Tier B Municipalities (104) 
(rural and non-coastal)

 MS4 Permits

o 2004 Initial Issuance

o 2009 Renewal 

o 2018 Renewal 
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Source:  https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-01/documents/final_compendium_intro_document_508.pdf

National Map of Regulated MS4s



PERMIT DEVELOPMENT
• Permits Expired February 28, 2014
• Feb 2014 through 2015 – Development & Outreach 
• Extensive Outreach with Various Stakeholders:

– Select Municipalities
– NJ Mosquito Control Commission
– NJ Department of Agriculture
– Freehold Soil Conservation District
– County GIS personnel
– Environmental Groups

• EPA Region 2 
• NJDEP Regional Enforcement offices
• DAG Review and Consultation
• Three Regional Municipal Outreach Sessions

– Significant changes being considered for the permit (179 municipalities represented)
• League of Municipalities - Nov 2014

5



PERMIT OUTREACH - Pre-Draft

• Pre-Draft Permits Issued On:
Tier A - February 8, 2016
Tier B - March 11, 2016

• Staff conducted 28 outreach meetings
 February - June, 2016

• Invitations sent to all municipalities
230 municipalities from all counties were represented

• Local Partners (SCDs/counties) spoke at every session
• SRF Financing and other DEP assistance 
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ISSUANCE OF DRAFT & FINAL PERMITS

• MS4 Drafts issued February 15, 2017

– Public Hearing held March 22, 2017

• Final Permits issued November 9, 2017

– Individual Authorizations email mid-Dec. 

– Effective Date January 1, 2018
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

• 33 COMMENTERS and 1 PUBLIC HEARING

 16 INDIVIDUALS
 9 MUNICIPALITIES (<2%)
 8 GOVERNMENT OR ORGANIZATION GROUPS 

(EPA, COUNTY, NRDC, NJSME, etc.)

• 234 COMMENTS (RTC 211 pages)
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION
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Comply with Local and State Public Notice Requirements
• Provide SPPP upon Request
• Post SPPP on Web Site
• Post Municipal Stormwater Management Plan and 

Ordinances to Web Site
• Maintain Records to Demonstrate Compliance
• Certify Annually 

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• Post to Web EDPA +90 days
• ~April 1, 2018

Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √



PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
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Involve Public in Reducing Pollutants in Stormwater 
• Implement Public Education Program
• Increased annual points from 10 to 12 
• Maintain Documents 
• Certify Annually

Assistance:
• Updated activities (social media, web pages, etc)
• More Opportunities Available to Align with 

Current Municipal Activities
Timeframe in Renewal Permit:

• EDPA 

Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √



POST CONSTRUCTION RUNOFF CONTROL
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Review of Stormwater Management Designs for Major Development
• Local Review to Ensure consistency with NJ Stormwater Rules 

• Quantity, Quality, GW Recharge
• Utilize Attachment D Checklist to ensure compliance with Design and 

Performance requirements under the Stormwater Rules
• Maintain Records and Certify Annually 

Assistance:
• Updated BMP Manual for easier comprehension

and understanding of design requirements
• Updated Training videos on Stormwater BMPs
• FREE DEP training for local review of stormwater 

designs (“Engineers training”)
• GI Rules being Developed

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA 

Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √
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Project Information

Site Information & Other 
BMPs Used

Basin only Information



16



POLLUTION PREVENTION/GOOD HOUSEKEEPING
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Community Wide Ordinances and Measures
• Retains Six Existing Ordinance Requirements 
• Catch Basin Inspection and Cleaning

• At least every Five Years
• Focus on Problematic Areas  

• Street Sweeping
• Miles swept & tons collected

• Maintain Records and Certify Annually

Assistance:
• Less Prescriptive
• Discretion to Municipality to Prioritize 

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA 



POLLUTION PREVENTION/GOOD HOUSEKEEPING
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Municipal Maintenance Yards and Ancillary Operations
• Expanded List to Cover Common Activities at MMY

• Aggregate Materials and Construction Debris Storage
• Street Sweepings, Catch Basin Clean Out Material
• Yard Trimmings & Wood Waste Management

• Containment of Vehicle Wash water
• Maintain Logs

• Annual Engineers Inspection & Certification
• Storage Tank Use & Pump Out Log 
• Integrity Testing every 3 Years

• Attachment E of the Permit
• Maintain Records & Certify Annually

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA + 12 months for new BMPs 



PP/GH-TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
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Employee Training   
• Specific to the Employee’s Job Title and Duties
• Within Three (3) Months of Commencement of Duties
• Every Two (2) Years Thereafter
• Maintain Records and Certify Annually

Assistance:  
• More Specific/Targeted
• Schedule to Implement (12 months)
• DEP Training Materials Posted Online 

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA + 12 months



TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
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Stormwater Management Design Review  
• Required Training for Stormwater Management Design 

Reviewers 
(e.g. Municipal Engineers)

• Training Required Every Five Years
• Register/DEP Maintains Records

Assistance:  
• Schedule to Implement (12 months)
• FREE NJDEP Training – twice per year

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA + 12 months



TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
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Board & Council Member Training
• Required Training by All Board and Council Members
• Overview of Stormwater Permit Requirements 
• “Asking the Right Questions”
• Maintain Records and Certify Annually

Assistance:  
• Schedule to Implement (6 months)
• FREE On-line Class (45 minutes)

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• Current Members w/in EDPA + 6 months 
• New Members w/in 6 months
• Once per Term Thereafter
Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √T



MAPPING, ILLICIT DISCHARGE, AND SCOURING
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Outfall Pipe Mapping
• Outfall Location and Receiving Water Body
• Include Map in the SPPP (EDPA +12 months)
• Update by End of Each Calendar Year
• Provide to the NJDEP EDPA + 12 months
• Submit Electronically by 12/21/2020

Assistance:  
• Schedule to Implement (12 months)
• Mapping App and License FREE 

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA + 12 months to Submit Map
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NJDEP MAPPING and INVENTORY ASSISTANCE
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NJDEP MAPPING AND INVENTORY ASSISTANCE
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Mapping App - Feature Classes
• Outfall Pipe
• Stormwater Management Basin
• Subsurface Infiltration/Detention System
• MTDs
• Green Infrastructure
• Storm Drain Inlet

 All Drop Down Menus
 Smart Phone/Tablet/GIS
 Multiple Collection Methodologies
 Guidance Pending
 In Person Training and Assistance



MAPPING, ILLICIT DISCHARGE, AND SCOURING
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Localized Stream Scouring
• Develop, Update, Implement a Program
• Inspect Every Outfall Once Per 5 Years
• Document Inspections

• Location
• IF Scouring

o Repairs Prioritized
o Repairs Scheduled

Assistance:  
• Mapping App
• Schedule to Implement

- Update SPPP & Map Submission

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA + 12 months
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MAPPING, ILLICIT DISCHARGE, AND SCOURING (cont’d)
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Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
• Develop, Update, Implement, and Enforce Ongoing Program
• Inspect Every Outfall Once Per 5 Years
• Document Inspections

• Location
• Illicit Connection Inspection Report Form

Assistance:  
• Mapping App

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA 

Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √
T



OTHER CONTROL MEASURES - MAINTENANCE
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Maintenance of Stormwater BMPs (e.g. basins, MTDs, GI, etc.)
• Maintain all publicly owned stormwater BMPs
• Ensure maintenance of all privately owned BMPs built after 1984

• Inspection and Maintain per maintenance Plan to Ensure proper 
function and operation
 Maintain a Log
 Location Information 
 Date
 Findings
 Maintenance Performed

• Prioritize Repairs 



MAINTENANCE (cont’d)
Assistance:

• Mapping Application and License 
• Extensive new O & M checklist and guidance posted on-line
• Town-wide Land Use GP for basin maintenance
• Letter from Department to support municipality 

gaining information about and access to private 
stormwater facilities

Timeframe in Renewal Permit:
• EDPA

Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √
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TMDL
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Incorporation of TMDL information into SPPP
• Identify impaired waterways in municipality
• Identify and develop strategies to address sources of pollutants 
• Update SPPP annually to include optional measures
• Prioritize stormwater facility maintenance & repairs

Assistance:  
• TMDL look-up tool posted on-line
• Summarized strategies already posted
• Schedule to implement

Timeframe in Renewal Permit: 
• EDPA + 12 months

Clear, Specific, Measurable?   √



TMDL Look-Up Tool

Posted at 
www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm 30



MOVING FORWARD
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• Ongoing MS4 Stormwater Audits
• Outreach Activities
 Permit Overview
 Mapping App
 Engineers Training

• Appendix A = Permit Summary Table
• Tools Are the Key

• Training
• Updated BMPs
• GI Guidance Document
• Inspection/Field Manual Templates
• Mapping
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IMPORTANT LINKS
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• NJDEP Stormwater Web Page
• http://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/fd.htm

• BMP Manual
• Stormwater Training
• TMDL Lookup Tool
• Maintenance Guidance
• MS4 Permit Documents

• MS4 Permits 
• http://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm

http://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/fd.htm
http://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm


Thank you!

Jim Murphy, Chief
Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control

New Jersey Dept. of Environmental Protection
james.murphy@dep.nj.gov

609-633-7021
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